Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) Program
The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands…..  This simple truth is the reason why the Rotary Clubs of Greater Huntsville, Huntsville, and Madion actively support Rotary Youth Programs.   By supporting Youth Programs we are ensuring the Future of Rotary.  

· Rotary programs for students and youth can change the lives of those who participate.  Through these programs, young people can earn scholarships, travel on cultural exchanges, or help a community through a service project and begin a life long relationship with Rotary.

·  Thousands of people age 30 and younger participate in Rotary programs to learn skills that will help them become future leaders.

· Youth programs allow participants to discover more about themselves and the world by participating in community projects, leadership training, or cultural exchanges.

· Young people learn about the principles of ethics, service, and fellowship that Rotarians exemplify.

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is Rotary's leadership training program for young people. RYLA participants can be ages 14-30, but most clubs and districts choose to focus on a narrower age range, such as 14-18 or 19-30. 

· RYLA emphasizes leadership, citizenship, and personal growth, and aims to 

· Demonstrate Rotary's respect and concern for youth 

· Provide an effective training experience for selected youth and potential leaders for Interact Clubs

· Teach the value of the Rotary Four-Way Test

· Encourage leadership of youth by youth 

· Recognize publicly young people who are rendering service to their communities 

· http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/RotaryYouthLeadershipAwards(RYLA)/Pages/ridefault.aspx 

North Alabama RYLA (NA RYLA) is planed and hosted annually by the Rotary Clubs of Huntsville, Greater Huntsville and Madison for the benefit of young scholar leaders from across Rotary District 6860, North Alabama.  We are currently planning our 4th RYLA in partnership with the US Space and Rocket Center, here in Huntsville.  The program features outstanding speakers, team building exercises, leadership drills, the ROPES course, a mini-Space Camp experience and the opportunity to meet young leaders from across North Alabama all in a remarkable setting for youth programs, the US Space Camp.  Our goal is 120 scholars. 
The next NA RYLA Program will be held January 28-30, 2010 at the US Space and Rocket Center.  Please contact Rotarians Gary Andrew or Melanie Buford to volunteer to help with this marvelous program. 

